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The Beijing 2008 Paralympics
Games opened on Saturday 6" Sep-
tember, with the Olympic Torch be-
ing carried by our Year 10 student,
Phil Cochrane. Phil attended the
games in preparation for his 2012
Olympic bid for a gold medal in
Wheelchair Tennis. Phil is currently
ranked 6th in
the world.

One of our

Sixth Form students, Jenny
McLoughlin, also represented Great
Britain at the games. Jenny, com-
peted in the 100 metres and the 200
metres. Jenny thoroughly enjoyed the
whole experience and was very
pleased to achieve Personal Bests in
both her races.

Welcome Year 7

Tuesday, 2nd September meant the first day of school for
the new Year 7s - giving them a chance to find their way
around. This very mature, happy set of students seem to
have settled into their secondary education very well.

Of course, a new term meant a change of teachers, sets and
timetables to many students and it was exciting for them to
find out what sets they would be in, and with which teachers.
We also saw a change in the school day - which seems to
have gone very well. This was because recent studies
showed that students concentrate better in the morning than
in the afternoon. School governors took this into account
and decided to change the lesson times so that there are
now 4 lessons before lunch, with form time and Period 5 in
the afternoon.
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Once again another set of excellent GCSE results at
Chepstow School!

66.4% of students who took GCSEs gained 5 or more
grades from A* to C. 95.6% gained 5 or more A*to G
grades. 69.4% of all grades achieved were C or better.

Results were first rate in all subjects and we are de-
lighted that 72.1% of students achieved a grade A*to C
in English, 71.5% a grade A* to C in Maths and 72% of
students achieved the highest qualification in science.

Ten students
achieved straight A*
or A grades. These
are Alexandra Aldred,
Rosie Bowen, Richard
Glynn, Ross Gray,
Jenny Henshaw,
Aimee Kelly, Tony
Judge, Jonathan
Massie, Jordan Rogers, Daniel Taylor.

A Level Excellence

Once again our A Level results were the best results in
the region. 79% of results were grades A to C and
98% grades Ato E. Six students achieved straight A
grades across all subjects. These were Rebecca Ayres,
Tom Flower, Emma Kelley, Katie Morgan, Sophie
Rees and Stephanie Wong.

All GCSE and A Level certificates gained in the sum-
mer of 2008 are now available for collection from the
school office. Students must attend in person or send a
signed letter of authorisation, if the certificates are to be
collected by someone else.

All school information can be found at:

www.chepstowschool.com




School Council Awards Ceremony

A new School Council has been formed for this year, but In September former students returned for an Awards
they continue to meet on a Tuesday lunchtime in week 1 at Evening to celebrate their time at school. It was an en-
1pm in Room 14. tertaining evening attended by staff, former students and

proud parents. The guest speaker was Mr. Dick Willis,
Independent Education Consultant and International
Caver. The main event of the evening was the presenta-

As well as looking at several other issues, the Council has
been asked to devise a Transport Plan. The County Council
has provided maps of the surrounding area to see what the
problems are with the existing routes to school, and so that
a safer way to get to school can be devised. The problems
on the buses seem to be overcrowding and the expense of
travelling. Pembroke Primary School and Shirenewton Pri-
mary School students recently came to Chepstow School,
as they are also carrying out similar research. The outcome
of these meetings will be awaited with much interest to
everybody.

Year 11 RAP Scheme tion of certificates to students for A level examinations
last summer. Special awards were also given to:

We have introduced a new reward system for KS4 students Stephanie Jones - The Joan Morgan Service to the

called the RAP system. Students are rewarded points for School Award; Lucinda Rudge - Chepstow Lions Award
their achievements and for having no behavioural referrals for Significant Academic Progress; Rebecca Ayres-

R points). Good attendance is rewarded (A points) and Chepstow Lions Award for Significant Academic
punctuality to lessons is rewarded (P points). Achievement; Alex Hewitt - Rotary Club Performing Arts

Award; Louise Wood - Rotary Club Sporting Achieve-
The year 11 joint ment Award. Our special thanks go to all the sponsors
winners for the for making this such a special event.

first half term . :
were Sarah Trott Budding Journalists

11C and Richard Our team of “budding journalists” meet in the school li-
Morgan 11E. brary every Wednesday lunchtime. They write articles
Both received a which appear in the Free Press so that readers can find
£10 gift voucher. out what is happening in the school. The group offers
experience for those who might be considering a career
The non school uniform form prize went to 11C. The in journalism and are looking for more members who are
scheme has proved to very popular amongst the students, interested in writing, journalism and the media. Any stu-
so keep RAPPING. dents who are interested should attend in the library on a

Wednesday lunchtime to find out more.

Awesome Towers

On 17" October the sixth form physics groups went to Alton Towers. The aim of this trip was to observe the principles of
physics that they have studied in a real life context. It was a good example of how maths, physics and engineering can
be used to create adrenaline-fuelled fun on the limit of what current technology can achieve. “It was great because the
park was nearly empty. | was dragged onto Oblivion and soaked on the log flume. The best science trip ever!” “After
going on Nemesis 9 times, we could really appreciate gravity and G- force”. “The acceleration of Rita was intense, the
vertical velocity of Oblivion is immense and the whole day was just an adrenalin rush”

“If you don't want to get wet on the log flume DON'T sit in the middle because the splash goes over the front people and
hits you! See diagram ”

Article and quotations
from Kristian Vaughan-
Adkins, Kyle Young, Tom
Brooks, James Richard-
son, Kate Stanley,
James Flower and Rose

m Owen.

S Main illustration by

Patrick Kenneally and
e e e T Jack Bayntun




Italy Trip

This summer Chepstow School’'s Music Department set out
on a music tour to the Lake Garda region of Italy with just un-
der 60 students from Year 8 to Year 13 and a few specially
chosen teachers.

They performed on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
nights of the trip: firstin Torbale, then at a hotel near
Garda and the final performance was in a small village, up
in the mountains, called Cavedago. This was the last per-
formance for some of our best musicians who have graced
Chepstow School with their talents for 7 years but have
now left for university. They will be sorely missed. The
whole trip made Chepstow School proud.

In September Year
7 went for 2 days of
activities run by
PGL. Even the jour-
ney there was en-
tertaining, with eve-
ryone singing ‘Old
MacDonald Had A
Farm’.

After an hour’s journey, they
dropped their bags in the big
barn and went out to their
first activity - which was ab-
seiling. The students re-
ported that “it was very scary
at first, but once you got go-

ing it was OK”,

They also had the opportunity
to go on a zip wire, try arch-
ery and rock climbing. Enter-
tainment included drawing
clowns’ faces on each other
while they were walking!

In September Kieran
Brewer,10W, was diagnosed
with Leukaemia. Since his
diagnosis, Kieran has had
numerous chemotherapy
sessions in order to treat his
cancer and has been off
school since his diagnosis.
10W began a collection to
buy Kieran a computer game
for the long days that fol-
lowed his treatments.

The rest of Year 10 also
wanted to contribute and this resulted in Year 10 raising
£120 for Kieran. Members of staff were also encouraged
to help when they were asked by Hayley Brewer (his sis-
ter) if they would volunteer to have wet sponges thrown at
them. A number of staff volunteered and raised over £100
for the cancer charity LATCH. Hopefully Year 10 will have
a disco to raise more
funds for Kieran and
this will take place
when Kieran’s health
improves. A special
thanks to all the teach-
ers who took part and
all of Year 10 who
gave so generously.

We wish Kieran all the
best.




Sports News

Joe Budd

During the summer Joe Budd (11H) qualified in winning
place from Area 10 (South Wales & Borders) to go to the
prestigious UK Pony Club Tetrathlon Championships.

The Championships were held over three days in August
at Hartpury College, Gloucester. Joe had an excellent
shoot, swim and run and after tackling the challenging
cross-country course in very difficult conditions, he fin-
ished 16™ out of 57 competitors from all over England,

Check Mate

Year 9 student, Samantha Dalgarno, has been invited to
attend various chess competitions around Wales after get-
ting to the semi finals of the Chess Challenge earlier in the
year. If Samantha does well in these competitions she
may be picked out of many experienced chess players to
play for the Welsh team against England.

Good Luck Samanthal

Past students

Congratulations to former student, James Wilson, who
made his first team debut in the Championship with Bristol
City. Former Cardiff Blue Liam Roberts who is playing
now for Bradford RFC has recently represented the Bar-
barians and is now a member of that famous club. Peter
Clarke will captain Oxford in the Varsity Match at Twicken-
ham on 11th December.

Hockey and Rugby Tour - 2009
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Rowing to Glory

Sam Jump and Patrick Kenneally (Year 12) rowed on the
River Thames in London in the Fours Head Rowing Com-
petition in early November. They were competing against
Olympians and came 212th out of 540 crews. They also
achieved the best times at the Cardiff race. They are hop-
ing to be picked for the Welsh Squad in a double scull.

Nicholas Johnsey, Year 7, recently completed in the Curre
Pony Club Tetrathlon. He had to run, swim, shoot and
ride. He came first in the swimming, where he completed
7 lengths in 2 minutes; 4th in the running which he com-
pleted in 4 minutes and 1 second and got all six of his
shots. In the horse riding event, which was held at David
Broome’s Event Centre, he did a clear round. Overall he
came 6th - well done Nicholas!

This October Tom Batten, Year 10, undertook a tall ships
adventure arranged by the Tall Ships Youth Trust. Tom’s
adventure began with two days of training aboard the 59.4
metre two-masted brig, Stavros S. Niarchos, moored on
the Clyde in Glasgow. Tom learnt how to brace the mast,
rope work, climb the mast, set sails, and steer at the helm.

This intensive training was followed by a five day voyage
from Glasgow to Swansea, 92 miles under sail. Tom
sailed down the west coast of England, past the Isle of
Man where the Stavros S. Niarchos encountered force
nine westerly gales. Continuing the voyage Tom and the
rest of the crew sailed around Anglesey and along the
coast of Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire before finally
mooring in the Prince of Wales Dock, Swansea.

The worst parts for Tom were getting up at 4am to go on
watch and having to resort to the seafaring custom of
“bucket and chuck it” because of broken toilets. The best
bits “were meeting new friends, the sense of responsibility
when at the helm and

overcoming the fear of

climbing the mast out at

sea .

Tom plans to rejoin this
crew to take part in the
Atlantic Challenge, a four
week voyage from Can-
ada to Portsmouth.

Swimming

Congratulations to Kayla Hayes, Lewis Griffiths (both Year
12 students) and George Lineham (Year 9) who recently
competed in the Welsh Schools Winter Championships in
Swansea. Kayla's best performance was in the 400m
Individual Medley - where she came first; Lewis’ was in
the 200m Breaststroke -where he finished 8th and
George’s was in the 100m Fly, where he finished 2nd..



Sports News

Senior Football

5x 60

Our senior football squad have played most weeks this
season - particular thanks to Mr. Andy Haddock. Competi-
tion for places is fierce with James Munday, Adam Morris-
sey, Sam Rushworth and John Blamire all being selected
for the County Football Squad. James Munday has been
selected for the County team, with Adam Morrissey being
pencilled in for next year, when the older boys leave. Yr 11
Goalkeeper, Ben Jones, has proved a valuable stand in
when Matthew Allen has not been available.

All boys are looking forward to their Italy Tour next Easter.

Our Senior Basketball team will be entered in
various cup competitions this year. Tom Roberts,
will be captain of the team and Sam Jump, David
Harvey, Jack Harvey and Daniel Woodward are
promising players to look out for.

Rugby

Our 1st XV are currently at the top of the South
Gwent League and can only go one way with
wins over Bettws, Duffryn and Llantarnam in the
last few weeks. In spite of a heavy injury list, in-
cluding Captain Daniel Jones, we have always
managed to play 2 teams on league Wednes-
days, and our 2nd XV are playing other 1st teams
in the North Gwent League. Aaron Rowles is do-
ing a fantastic job as Captain of the 2nd XV,
along with vice-captain Cameron Doig. Joseph
Smith has been selected for the Bristol RFC
Academy and is now first choice in their U.19
team. U.16 Lewis Gittings and Josh Durran-
Staples have not looked out of place in the older
teams, with Josh being a regular member of the
Gwent U.16 team. We are very pleased with all
22 members of the U.16 squad who train regu-
larly. Recent wins over King Henry and Hartridge
in the Welsh Cup will set the team up well for the
future. Owain Banfield and Ben Jones are the
Most Improved Players with front row forwards
Elliot Bailey and James Francis also showing
some real talent. The U.15 team has dominated
their recent games and congratulations must go
to Jack Rogers, Jarryd Oats, Stephan Reynolds,
Toby Jones, Ryan Davies, Greg Moyle, Jack
Goodey and Will Tregaskes, who are all either in
the Newport Squad or have played for Newport
Schools.

The 5x60 programme has

arrived at Chepstow School.

The aim is for students to

participate in physical activity

for 60 minutes 5 times a

week, and our 5x60 clubs

provide our students with great opportunities to
get involved in new activities.

We now offer eight 5x60 clubs: badminton, bas-
ketball, dance, circuit training and girls football
are all now on the 5x60 timetable.

The clubs have been well attended and we look
forward to introducing more new and exciting
clubs as soon as possible. TAG rugby for girls
will be starting soon as well as other activities
such as golf, mountain biking, water polo, ten-
nis, trampoline and volleyball.

Lauren O’Reilly and Rosie Bowen are heading
the sixth form 5x60 committee and they will be
working with the clubs to ensure everything runs
smoothly.

So come along and have a go. The clubs are
fun, just turn up and play. Information is up on
the notice board and around the school. Check
the plasma screen for updates. You can also
check out the new 5x60 website. There are
loads of features and also competitions for
prizes such as tickets to Welsh rugby matches.
www.5x60.org.uk. Noel Hine is our Officer.

Congratula-

tions to

David and

Jack Harvey

Year 12)

who recently

competed in

the final of

the Boys

U.18 singles event at Chepstow Athletic Tennis
Club. Robert Jones (Year 10)won the U.16
boys singles, beating Robert Ash (Year 11) in
the final and Robert Jones won the Mens
Doubles event beating Jack Harvey and his
partner in an exciting final.




An Eco School Art Exhibition

Tidy Wales Week in the Summer Term at Chepstow
School was organised by Jane Burrows, the teacher re-
sponsible for PSHE. Thomas Ward Jackson, the Mon-
mouthshire Project Officer, took an assembly on litter for
Year 8 students and Mrs. Mellen (Head of Year 8), talked
to students about the Tidy Wales Campaign. Year 8 stu-
dents were then involved in litter-picking. Free clean-up
kits had been obtained from the Keep Wales Tidy web-
site and Mr. Jackson gave the school extra litter-pickers,
gloves, bags and bibs. The Council sponsored a skip
and helped with equipment as part of the Eco Schools’
initiative. The school grounds and part of the Wye Valley
Walk were cleared.

The Deputy Mayor of Chepstow also presented Karen
Massie (Chepstow School Data Manager and the driving
force behind the school’'s bid to become an Eco School),
with a Town Achievement Award for the Eco Group. This
recognised their help in cleaning up around the school,
the leisure centre and the start of the Wye Valley Walk.
Year 8 have also formed a gardening club assisted by
funding from Chepstow Town Council.

Chepstow School is looking much better as a result of all
this work by students and staff.

The A Level Art Exhibition was held over 3 days at Chep-
stow School from 18" to 20™ June. A private viewing was
held on the evening of Thursday 19" June and was at-
tended by the Mayor of Chepstow, as well as governors,
parents and other invited guests. Refreshments were pro-
vided and the evening was very enjoyable and interesting
with everyone commenting on the very high standard of
the art work.

Visitors from Kenya

At the start of the Autumn
Term Chepstow School had a
visit from some friends from St
Nicholas Orphanage, Kenya:
Caroline, James and Teacher
Ephantus. Our visitors stayed
with staff and students from
Chepstow School and were
very happy in all their homes.
During the days, they took
part in some of our lessons
and they even managed to
see a performance by Gwent

Theatre during their visit
to experience life in a
Welsh School. Amongst
their exciting day trips
were an open top bus ride
around Cardiff and a visit
to the Millennium Sta-
dium, the beach at Barry
Island, The Big Pit, local
primaries and Chepstow
Castle.




A budding Engineer World Poetry Day

The South Wales Institute of Engineers Educational Trust 9™ October was World Poetry Day and many English

recently presented 4 special awards of £100 each to stu- classes wrote poems about some aspect of conservation
dents showing particular aptitude for Engineering / Science o the environment to enter into the Big Green Poetry
subjects. Rachel Davies from Year 11 was one of the Machine Competition. The winning entries will be pub-
South Wales students to receive this award. lished as part of a book, which is a great way to see your

o work in print. The winners are:
Admission News from MCC

Year 7:Holly Stimson, Sarah Kirkham, Gemma Pyke.

Monmouthshire County Council have provided us with the ~ Year 8: Georgia Gwillim, Kelly Bryant, Matthew Evans.
following important admission dates for students who wish Roald Dahl Day competition — Revolting Recipe:

to start Secondary School in 2009-2010: Year 7: Matthew Miles, Sarah Hudon, Bethan Whistance

10th October 2008: Application packs for Secon- Year 8: Sian Swain, Naomi Fuller, Gareth Westwood

dary school places to be sent . .

students. During a fun-packed, busy week of fund-
5th December 2008 @ 5pm: Closing date for Secondary raising at Chepstow School, organised by

School applications. Dan Jones (Headboy) and Seren Thomas
1st March 2009 Offer date (Headgirl) and including a non uniform day

where staff wore fancy dress, Chepstow
School raised over £1,250.00. Well done!

News from the Primaries

Chepstow School Year 6 & 7 Quiz

A big, big thank you to staff and students who turned up to
our inaugural Year 6 and Year 7 Quiz — an event which
was certainly enjoyed by all.

15 teams took part, with team names such as the
Thornwell Girls, The Tenacious 6 and the Spartans.

After a closely fought battle, the winning teams were:

1st Place — The Eggheads: Lewis Evans, Will Austin,
Tom Bennett, Alex Moore from Shirenewton with Rickard
Selwood and Matthew Casson from Chepstow School

2" Place — The Cheeky Monkeys: Rebecca Melling,
Katie James, Molly Morgan, Millie Hitchcock from
Shirenewton with Tirion Budd from Chepstow School.

3" Place — The Biscuits: Libby Smith (Pembroke),

Rebecca Blakemore, Rebecca Denly and Emily Bennett The winning team “The Eggheads” collecting their trophy
from Rogiet with Hannah Davies and Ashleigh Fenton from Mr. A. Orr (Head of Year 7 at Chepstow School) and
from Chepstow School. Mr. A. Price (Deputy Headteacher at Chepstow School).

Rogiet Primary - Eco Award

Rogiet Primary School are very excited about their forthcoming application for the Eco-School Green Flag Award. Whilst
working towards this, students have successfully written “Eco Poems” that will be published in a new Young Writers’
book and have been pro-actively involved in further promoting “Healthy Eating”. Students were equally delighted to hear
that a bid they put forward with the playground partnership was successful and have been awarded £1000 to purchase
new equipment for playground activities to use during playtimes and lunchtimes.

A further opportunity we were invited to participate in was to sing in a concert with Caldicot Male Voice Choir to raise
money for new storage facilities in St Mary’s Parish Church, Rogiet. It was a great evening that we really enjoyed — a
new experience and raising money to help others.



The School comes alive with the Sound of Music

In November, Chepstow School produced yet an-

other successful musical — the Sound of Music. In

the weeks leading up to the performances prepa-

rations had been going well until heavy rain on the

Saturday before the dress rehearsal caused the

Arts Hall to flood. These floods threatened to can-

cel the show but, Producer, Jan Jones, bravely

decided that ‘the show must go on.” Audiences

and students alike agreed that this was one of the

best productions the school has ever seen. Mrs

Jones was assisted by Musical Director, Mrs Hall, who helped bring the songs to life with assis-

tance from the school’s newest musical talent, Mr. Hendry. Many thanks must also go to Mrs
Harwood who, even though she has now retired, spent many hours making the various costumes needed for the produc-
tion. Our grateful thanks also go to Miss Black, Mr Smith, Dr Isgrove, Mrs Burrows and Mrs Brown who helped the pro-
duction run smoothly.

The Von Trapp family were led by our
young talent, Michael Lowe, playing Cap-
tain Von Trapp and there was a stunning
performance from Victoria Cox as Maria.
Other notable performances were from the
comedy duo Ophelia Xerri as Elsa and
Matthew Daw as Max, and of course the
fantastic voice of Jenny Miller, playing
Mother Abbess.

The contribution to the cast by students from The Dell Primary School was a great success and
we hope this tradition continues for years to come. Special thanks to Natasha Scott-Falber,
who shared the role of Gretl with our own talented, Year 8, Hannah Leaney. Both gave excel-
lent performances and we look forward to seeing them in future productions.

Matthew Daw, who has been involved with all productions since beginning school in Year 7,
said, “Being a part of such a great team of people has allowed me to make some amazing
friends and helped me develop as a performer. | highly recommend that students at the school
get involved in the future”.

Final congratulations must go to the whole cast; to the backstage team; to the lighting and
sound operators and to all of the teachers involved.

Don't forget to click on www.buy.at/chepstowcomp Diary Dates
if you are purchasing goods over the internet.
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Good luck and goodbye 9 March 09 Yr 9 Subject Choice interviews
(2 weeks)

To Miss. S. Gregory (P.E.) who leaves us at the end of her con- 18-20 Mar 09 AS P.E. Mountain Walking Trip
tract in December.

26 March 09  Spring Concert




